
INVEST NORTH BAY

2015 
In Review

The year 2015 saw the creation of the Invest North Bay Development  
Corporation which will work with the City, investors and private sector  
partners to maximize the value of current and future City owned assets with 
the focus of growing and developing North Bay.  

The Invest North Bay Development Corporation mandate is to foster an 
environment that supports long-term economic and community growth 
by focussing on municipal innovation and making North Bay an attractive 
place to invest and do business.



2015 BY THE NUMBERS

165 new client files 
opened in 2015

15% of new 
clients in 2015 
were aerospace 
related

13% of new 
clients in 2015 were  
manufacturing 
related

63
business retention and  
expansion visits completed 
with local companies

Actively worked with 240+ 
companies

With the support of our 

team, private sector clients 

completed 22  public 

funding applications,  

representing$28M+ 
in project value

56 new business 
start-ups and expansions 
assisted through The 
Business Centre Nipissing 
Parry Sound's various 
programs and

204 seminars 
and workshops hosted

22 conferences 
and meetings attended 
outside of the region 
to promote North Bay's 
assets and investment 
opportunities

$13M+  
over the projected 
building value for 2015 

KPMG’s Competitive Alternatives 
Guide to International Business – 
Comparison of Business Costs,  
completed in 2015, determined that 
North Bay:

Ranked first among participating 
Northern Ontario cities for lowest 
overall business costs;

19% lower than 
the US baseline for 
Corporate Services;

21% lower than the US 
baseline for R&D;

8.6% below the 
US baseline for total 
business costs

8 productions 
filmed in North Bay 
and area in 2015

31% increase in Facebook 
Likes on Invest North Bay’s page

http://www.investinnorthbay.ca/media/1551/final-rep-northontario_ca2014_dec08-2014.pdf
http://www.investinnorthbay.ca/media/1551/final-rep-northontario_ca2014_dec08-2014.pdf
http://www.investinnorthbay.ca/media/1551/final-rep-northontario_ca2014_dec08-2014.pdf
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S Our team assists existing businesses, 

prospective investors, and community 
partners with business and community 
development projects by providing 
services such as:

• Site searches and tours;

• Sale/lease of municipally owned 
land;

• Market analysis;

• Financial structuring  
assistance;

• Business retention and  
expansion assistance;

• Public funding  
application assistance;

• Support for company market 
development, export and trade 
opportunities;

• Liaising with provincial and federal 
governments to support business 
growth

PARTNERSHIPS 
In addition to working with numerous community partners on various initiatives, in 2015 we have invested $209,190 over 11 partnership  
projects representing total project value of $5M+. Some of the programs leveraged with partners include:

In partnership with The North Bay & District Chamber of Commerce, Tourism North Bay has been  
created to promote and raise awareness of tourism opportunities in the city.  This brand new tourism  

organization will focus their efforts on marketing, promotion and product development available in North Bay. 

The Business Centre Nipissing Parry Sound Inc. provides support to start-up and small enterprises during 
their first five years of operation in the districts of Nipissing and Parry Sound, offering easy access to business 

consulting services and information. Throughout 2015, The Business Centre has responded to over 3,500 inquiries, provided 822 business 
consultations, hosted 204 workshops and seminars and assisted 56 start-ups/expansions which resulted in 72 jobs created. 

In partnership with the North Bay & District Multicultural Centre (NBDMC), we provide settlement  
support, relocation information, outreach activities and continue to expand on the Immigration portal 

which serves as the primary marketing tool for recruitment of newcomers in the community.  These projects have all been made possible 
through strong collaboration with the NBDMC with support of the North Bay Newcomer Network and their numerous dedicated volunteers.

Through our partnership with the other four large urban centres in Northern Ontario, Ontario's North Economic  
Development Corporation (ONEDC) supports the Strategic ‘One-on-One’ Export Marketing Program and the 
Mining Service and Supply Export Assistance Program. The Program aims to assist Northern Ontario companies 
open the doors to global markets for their products and services.  This year, ONEDC approved 117 pan-northern 

Export Marketing Assistance applications which assisted 76 companies, 25% of which were North Bay businesses. 

http://www.tourismnorthbay.com/
http://www.thebusinesscentre-nps.ca/
http://www.nbdmc.ca/
http://www.investnorthernontario.com/


HAVE YOU HEARD?

RECORD YEAR FOR FILM IN NORTH BAY

Producers continue to be attracted to North Bay because of its beautiful locations, no permit fees, northern financial incentives, local talent and 
streamlined approval process. The 2015 season was a record year for film in the City of North Bay! 

8 productions were filmed in 2015, with a number of projects already scheduled and in preparation for early 2016.  Between 2009 and 2013, a total 
of 39 productions have been completed.

YYB NORTH BAY WORLD SPACE WEEK  

The region was highlighted as an aerospace hub in October as Col. Hadfield captivated a full house at the Capitol Centre and over 60 business  
representatives learned about opportunities and collaborative efforts at YYB North Bay during the three day event.  

Over 900 students from throughout the region and over 1,000 attendees from across the province were treated to interactive activities and displays 
and an inspiring presentation from Col. Hadfield. Many long-term partnerships and networks were developed and fostered as a result of this  
successful community event.

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP
As part of a partnership with Baylor University, MBA candidates will carry out research and provide recommendations to develop long-term  
strategic direction for the city. 

Phase I of the project saw the completion of a  community-wide survey executed by Baylor MBA candidates, followed by a public presentation 
on the substantial response of 4,585. Phase II of the project will further dissect the appetite and requirements of the community and explore the 
strategic priorities that the research deems suitable for the City. Phase II will begin in early 2016 and involves 20 Baylor University MBA candidates. 

NEW WEBSITES, VIDEO AND AWARDS
Two key websites saw integral redesign and development in 2015; Invest North Bay and YYB Jack Garland Airport. Both sites now feature seamless 
design, enhanced user interface, and improved searchability and key functions. 

A new promotional video highlighting the opportunities and vibrant Downtown launched in November with much fanfare on social media.  
Earlier in 2015, the Industry Video received accolades at the 58th Annual Economic Developers Council of Ontario President’s Dinner with the 
Technology and New Media Award. The video also received recognition at Economic Developers Association of Canada's (EDAC) 2014 Marketing 
Canada Awards.

GROWING AEROSPACE AND AVIATION CAPACITY
Complementing the Airport Industrial Business Park, the new Advanced Composites, Fabrication, Repair and Test Centre is a recent expansion to  
Canadore College’s aviation campus and supports innovative technologies, applied research, materials testing opportunities and customized training 
programs. This new addition further enhances the attractiveness and competitiveness of the YYB North Bay Consortium, a partnership between YYB 
North Bay Jack Garland Airport, Canadore College, and local SME's that have joined forces to develop  and promote the aerospace sector in North Bay.

The YYB North Bay Jack Garland Airport Terminal expansion was completed welcoming a new carrier, Porter Airlines, with daily service to Toronto and 
Timmins. 

http://www.investinnorthbay.ca/
http://yyb.ca/


Invest North Bay Development Corporation

200 McIntyre Street East, North Bay ON Canada  P1B 8H8

705 474 0400  X 2417 www.investinnorthbay.ca

@InvestNorthBay Invest in North Bay

invest@investinnorthbay.ca
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