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Baylor survey launches next chapter  

NORTH BAY, ONT. – The City of North Bay has officially begun Phase II of the Focus Firm 

project with Baylor University.   

Nineteen graduate students from Baylor are steering the next chapter which will focus on the 

key areas of opportunities identified in Phase I of the project - the development of strategic 

priorities, as well as the need for enhanced communication, retention and promotion.  

“The students are completely engaged, from re-analyzing the survey results to researching 

economic development initiatives in comparable communities” said Laurie Wilson, Director of 

Graduate Business Programs at Baylor.   

Dr. Gary Carini, Associate Dean of Graduate Business Programs added, “Not only are the 

students learning how important economic development is to a city, they are learning the 

complexities that cities face in attracting new business and industries to a community.” 

In December 2015, the results from the comprehensive survey conducted by four Baylor 

Masters of Business candidates were publicly presented, which highlighted research showing 

that the vast majority of people like living in North Bay and want to plan for a bright future.  The 

survey netted more than 4,500 responses.  Video of the Phase I presentation is available at 

www.bearsfornorthbay.com.  

 “Phase I of the Baylor initiative enabled our citizens a unique, non-partisan opportunity to share 

input which provided valuable perspective.  We are looking forward to opportunities for 

additional community engagement during Phase II” said Mayor McDonald.   

To kick-off the project’s next steps a delegation from the Invest North Bay Development 

Corporation and the City of North Bay will be headed to Baylor University’s campus in Waco, 

TX.  The team from North Bay will participate in collaborative planning sessions with Phase II 

faculty and students, and will meet with the municipal leadership responsible for Waco’s notable 

strategic success. 

 “Phase I was a tremendous success as the team achieved what it set out to do—gather reliable 

and honest insight from folks in the community” commented Baylor alumni and project leads, 

brothers Kevin and Timothy Hutchison.  “We look forward to welcoming the North Bay 

delegation to Texas and remain grateful to the exceptional team at Baylor for this remarkable 

gift.”  

 

http://www.bearsfornorthbay.com/


 

 

To date, more than 1,000 volunteer hours have gone into this community initiative. Phase II is 

expected to wrap up in April 2016.  

Project information and updates available at http://www.investinnorthbay.ca/development-

corporation/baylor/  

 

The Invest North Bay Development Corporation helps foster an environment that supports long-term economic and 

community growth by focussing on municipal innovation and making North Bay an attractive place to invest and do 

business. 

 

investinnorthbay.ca 

   

For more information please contact:  

Invest North Bay Development Corporation Project Lead Kevin Hutchison at 705.472.9900 

Erin Richmond, Manager, Economic Development at 705.474.0400 ext. 2527 or Erin.Richmond@cityofnorthbay.ca 
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