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MEDIA RELEASE  OCTOBER 2, 2015 

RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP OFFICIALLY KICKS OFF 

(NORTH BAY, ONT.) – The research project between Baylor University and the City of North Bay is 
formally kicking off this week. 
 
The focus of the research project is to assist in the creation of a community vision as well as identify 
strategic priorities that will act as a catalyst for progress, sustain and improve capacities and ideally 
foster job creation within the North Bay region. 
 
Following the initiative’s announcement in September, project leads Kevin Hutchison and his brother 
Timothy returned to their alma mater in Waco, Texas to brief the Baylor team about North Bay. 
 
“Our visit to Baylor was productive and worthwhile,” said the brothers. “True to form, Baylor provided 
the perfect environment to gain insight from respected leaders and to share the good initiatives being 
undertaken in northern Ontario.” 
 
The team recently attended a session with former New York City Mayor, Rudy Giuliani, and Kenneth 
Starr, Baylor University’s President and 39th Solicitor General of the United States. Giuliani and Starr 
conveyed the significance of community’s role in energizing economics, health and education as well 
as the importance of identifying strengths and making them priorities. 
 
The North Bay brothers also spent time speaking with the students who are tasked with developing 
strategic recommendations for the city and the region. Key faculty were also included in the 
discussions, as a means to help to shape project expectations, deliverables and set benchmarks for 
progress reports. 
 
While in Texas, the duo also attended a dedication ceremony for the university’s new $100 M 
business school, which provided for more networking opportunities, including an informal meeting 
with Sara Wilshaw, Consul General to Canada. She expressed genuine interest in the joint 
Baylor/North Bay research project and offered her support as it moved forward.  
 
The Baylor team arrived in North Bay yesterday and will meet with more than 100 community leaders 
from private and public sectors as well as representatives from Indigenous, non-profit, service and 
advocacy organizations before departing on Saturday. 
 
The findings from this week’s trip will shape the public survey, to be executed in one month. Baylor 
students will also be returning to North Bay in late November to present their findings to city officials. 
 
The project’s second phase will be carried out in January 2016 by 25 students and will entail the 
development of core strategies for the municipality to pursue. 



 
“It is with great pleasure that we welcome Baylor University to North Bay,” said Mayor Al McDonald. 
“Our community has a lot to celebrate, and we are excited to bridge our past successes and traditions 
as we write the next chapter.” 
 
The Invest North Bay Development Corporation helps foster an environment that supports long term 
economic and community growth by focussing on municipal innovation and making North Bay an 
attractive place to invest and do business. 
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For more information please contact:   

Erin Richmond, Manager, Economic Development at 705.474.0400 ext. 2527 or Erin.Richmond@cityofnorthbay.ca 

Invest North Bay Development Corporation Project Lead Kevin Hutchison at 705.472.9900 

 
 

mailto:Erin.Richmond@cityofnorthbay.ca
https://twitter.com/#!/InvestNorthBay
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Invest-in-North-Bay/100801173387039

